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Bryce Nelson identifies two different phases in the history of progressive school reform in Seattle:  the first, running roughly from 1901-1917, he describes as the flowering of progressivism in Seattle schools.  The second, from 1919-1930, he see as the undoing of progressivism in Seattle.   Nelson also distinguishes between two aspects of progressive education reform:  pedagogical progressivism (represented largely by Dewey) and administrative progressivism (represented largely by Cubberley).
For this class, you are asked to write a five-to-seven-page essay in which you analyze Nelson's account of what happened to progressivism in Seattle.  The first task is to get a grip on Nelson’s analysis of what happened to progressivism in Seattle.  The second task is to draw on other readings from our unit on progressivism (Mirel, Cubberley, Dewey, DuBois, the Seattle School reports and documents) to probe Nelson’s account of events.  Here are a few questions to help provoke your thinking.: 

What is Nelson's analysis of what happened to progressive reform in Seattle?
What do you make of his account?

How does Nelson’s account compare with Mirel’s comparative analysis of progressivism in southern cities?
What is the significance of different political constituencies in Nelson’s account?  

What is the significance of different progressive ideas in Nelson’s account?
What do the primary documents suggest about the Seattle case?  
What questions do you have about the Seattle case?

What are the implications of your questions for understanding what happened to progressivism in Seattle?

